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and her dreaded neighbour. Every Montenegrin
suspects Austria, and in our own day the Erzfeind is
more feared in the Black Mountain than that Erb-
feind, the Turk. For they feel at Cetinje that the
wave of Turkish invasion has spent its force, while
that of Austrian occupation has been advancing
steadily during the century since the Treaty of
Campo Formio.

Meanwhile, Peter had effected a most important
reform in the internal government of his tiny state.
Ever since 1516 the office of civil governor had
existed without interruption, and had become heredi-
tary in the family of Radonic, just as that of Vladika
in the house of Petrovid This system of dual con-
trol had worked well on the whole, for the position of
the governor had always been inferior to that of the
Prince-Bishop, and in the last reign had sunk into
comparative insignificance. But Vouko Radonic,
who filled the office of gouvernadour at the accession
of Peter II., was an ambitious man, who fancied he
saw the opportunity of asserting his power. He
supported the succession of Peter, thinking, no doubt,
that with his sixty years' experience he could easily
make a puppet of this lad of seventeen. But when
the young Vladika s firmness of character becarre
apparent, Radonic resolved to overthrow him.
Following the usual plan of Balkan statesmen, he
sought to make himself the agent of a great foreign
power, and entered into communications with Austria.
But his intrigues were discovered. Declared a traitor
to his country, he was banished with all his family,
his old home at Njegus was burnt to the ground, and